[image: image1.jpg]YouthLink

The national agency for youth work




SCOTLAND’S TOP YOUTH WORKER CELEBRATED FOR IMPROVING ATTAINMENT WITH DISADVANTAGED YOUNG PEOPLE
NEWS RELEASE – Friday 17 March 2017 - For immediate release 
Laura Campbell has been named Scotland’s National Youth Worker of the Year 2017 at an awards ceremony in Glasgow, for her work in reducing offending and raising the attainment of young people in North Lanarkshire. 
Laura of Bellshill YMCA manages three youth work projects, all with a focus on getting young people back learning and achieving, including: Plusone Mentoring, which supports young people aged 8 to 14 years old to get involved in positive activities; the Befriending Project which works with youngsters experiencing social isolation, anti-social behaviour or poor engagement at school, and she has also developed the Early and Effective Intervention project with Police Scotland and North Lanarkshire Social Work department, which uses a personal approach to work with young people on their offending behaviour. 
Picking up this prestigious national award, Laura Campbell of Bellshill YMCA said:

“For me it is about each individual young person. All young people have challenges, some are greater to overcome than others, and that is where youth work really works with young people who are not attending school, struggling with their mental health or just feel lost. It’s not about talking, it’s about really listening, that is how you turn someone’s life around and value them.”
One young person: “When I started working with Laura I was out late, not going to school often and was being aggressive at home. My school attendance levels were at 23%. This was having a big impact on my achievements at school and I struggled to keep up with the workload. In the space of 4 months my attendance went up to 98%.” 

The 10TH National Youth Worker of the Year Awards has been an outstanding showcase of the remarkable work that is being done right across the nation. 

Other winners this year included Spartans Football Academy in Edinburgh, they picked up an award for improving attainment through sport. 

Spartans Community Football Academy is the largest youth work provider in North Edinburgh, engaging with 1,500 young people every week. The academy run a variety of programmes including, an Alternative School, giving support for Maths and English, in addition to physical activity and FooTEA clubs, where youngsters are provided with a hot meal as well as sessions in arts and sport. Partnership working is a big part of their ethos, they work with  local police to provide activities to reduce anti-social behaviour and a series of youth work and schools partnerships. 

Conor Edmunds, is a young person for whom the Academy was life-changing: “I was about to get kicked out of school for fighting all the time and I was probably going to go to jail because of all the charges I had against me. The youth workers believed in me and let me volunteer. I got expelled from school but at least I had something to do each day. It helped me when the judge knew I was doing well volunteering, it helped keep me out of jail. A few years on I’ve ended up as Head Groundsman and a Duty Manager at Spartans. I'd never have thought I could do something like that a few years ago.”
Douglas Samuel who picked up the award on behalf of Spartans said: “We are re-defining what is possible for a football club in terms of youth work and community engagement, using sport to positively influence the lives of young people.” 
Supporting our young people who are furthest from the jobs market has meant national recognition for TD1 Youth Hub in Galashiels. They have delivered a range of innovative projects with the local council, including a recent learning programme with local firefighters. 
Ciaran McLaren, is one young person who gained not only new skills but a possible lifelong career:

“When I turned 16 I got made homeless, it was pretty horrible for me. Douglas and Mark from TD1 and the firefighters really made me feel part of something. I learnt so much about myself and about working with others. After the course, the local fire brigade asked me to come back, they seemed impressed with me. I am joining the retained firefighters team and training to gain new skills.” 

Commenting, Jim Sweeney, Chief Executive of YouthLink Scotland, said:

“Youth work is critical to the success of many young people in Scotland. In every area of the country there are countless examples of people, paid and unpaid who do great work with young people that quite literally changes lives.  This year’s winners show that when the investment is made in our young people, and they are given the opportunity to learn and grow outside the classroom, their achievement and attainment improves.” 

Ends.

For media enquiries and further information please contact Sarah Paterson, Public Affairs, Media and Communications at YouthLink Scotland on 07804 603762 or 0131 313 2488 and at spaterson@youthlinkscotland.org
Notes to editors
National Youth Worker of the Year Awards 2017 winners:

Full-time Youth Worker of the Year - sponsored by Scottish Fire & Rescue
Graeme Johnston – Arran Youth Foundations 

Part-time Youth Worker of the Year - sponsored by Youth Scotland

Hollie Watkins – Arran Youth Foundations 

Volunteer Youth Worker of the Year- sponsored by Young Scot 

Christine McKillop – The Girl’s Brigade Scotland, North Lanarkshire 
Youth Worker Supporting Attainment - sponsored by Education Scotland 

Laura Campbell – Bellshill and Mossend YMCA, North Lanarkshire 

Team of the Year - sponsored by CLD Standards Council for Scotland

Airdrie Youth Work Team – North Lanarkshire Council

Inspirational Leadership - sponsored by The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scotland 

Angela Morrell – North Ayrshire Council

Youth Work Partnership Award - sponsored by Scottish Community Safety Network 

TD1 Youth Hub and Scottish Borders Council  

Time to Shine Arts & Creativity Award - sponsored by Creative Scotland 

#Fresh Creations - Y sort it – West Dunbartonshire 

Youth Work Champion of the Year - sponsored by YouthLink Scotland 

Jennifer Lafferty – North Lanarkshire Council Social Work Team, North Lanarkshire

Youth Work in Different Settings Award - sponsored by YouthLink Scotland 

Spartan’s Community Football Academy – Edinburgh 
Information about YouthLink Scotland 

· YouthLink Scotland is the national agency for youth work. It is the voice of the youth work sector in Scotland.
· The Youth Work Sector in Scotland is worth £656 million to the economy.
· It is a membership organisation and is in the unique position of representing the interests and aspirations of the whole of the sector both voluntary and statutory.

· YouthLink Scotland champions the role and value of the youth work sector, challenging government at national and local levels to invest in the development of the sector.

· YouthLink Scotland represents over 100 organisations, including the 32 Local Authority Youth Work Services and all major national voluntary youth work organisations, which support over 350,000 young people in achieving their potential.

· YouthLink Scotland promotes a positive image of Scotland’s young people and seeks to promote their value to communities and society.
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